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10. ς 11. May 2023 

Ilisimatusarfik ς University of Greenland 
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Languages: Kalaallisut and English ς simultaneous translation by Nuka Møller and Kelly Berthelsen  

Registration for participation ς send an email to Pebe@uni.gl 
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Goal and objectives of the Conference  
The conference is a two-day conference on how art and aesthetic expressions can contribute to creating 

communities and well-being ς with special reference to children, young people, and familiesς in Greenland, 

the Nordic region, and the Arctic. The overall goal of the conference is to provide knowledge about art-

based initiatives that work to strengthen well-being, democratic participation, social sustainability, and 

access to Rights for all children, young people, and families. There will be a special focus on ways of 

expressing oneself and participating, especially through community art, i.e., art as an expression of and way 

to creating a sense of belonging to local communities. The conference will open for dialogue between 

researchers and practitioners.  

   The Conference will focus on creativity, art, and dialogue as methods to ensure well-being, participation, 

and access to the Rights of the Child for all children and young people. There will be a focus on Greenlandic, 

Arctic, and Nordic perspectives on art and social sustainability in local communities and localities.  

   Art can create communities and communities can create art.    

The conference will share knowledge on best practices and lessons learned on ensuring well-being and 

access to rights for all children, young people and families in Greenland, the Arctic and the Nordic region 

through art and aesthetic practices. We see an increased focus on art and aesthetic practices as ways to 

promote social innovation, social imagination, visions, participation, and self-determination. 

   By promoting social responsibility and self-determination, the Rights of the Child are strengthened in a 

framework of cultural, social, environmental, and economically sustainable development for all citizens. 

This includes Indigenous children, young people, and families, as well as multi-ethnic communities with 

respect for cultures, knowledge, languages, and values in a self-determined process of democratic 

societies.  

  The goal of the conference is to present and expand our understandings of Arctic sociocultural landscapes 

and ecologies by linking local art projects on social identity and community to increase both local 

understandings and respect for different perspectives on the living Arctic, as well as to strengthen a shared 

sense of belonging linking the diverse regions, languages, and cultures.  

   The conference will open opportunities to build lasting collaborations between artists, practitioners, and 

universities to meet the challenges and changes taking place in the Arctic through megatrends such as 

urbanization, globalization, and climate change that are changing the eco-social and cultural life. Art has 

proven to be a way to express feelings and understandings of the changes and a way to build socially and 

culturally sustainable communities by connecting and bridging diverse groups and populations and 

ensuring freedom of expression and access to cultural activities for all people of the Arctic.   

   We will place particular emphasis on participatory action research that involves aesthetic expressions to 

build sustainable communities.   
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The conference shows the ongoing cooperation between the following networks, programs, and projects 

and the synergy between them: 

 

1. BUFFI (Child, Youth and Family Research Centre at Ilisimatusarfik ς University of Greenland. 

(Supported by Ilisimatusarfik ς University of Greenland.) 

2. Visibility, Redress and Outlook (2019 ς 2023), which is a sub-project under the Nordic program: Art 

and Community. (Funded by the Arts Council Norway and the Danish Arts Foundation.) 

3. UArctic Project: New Genre Art Education in the Arctic ς which is part of the UArctic Thematic 

Network: Arctic Sustainable Art and Design, led by Professor Timo Jokela, University of Lapland. 

(Supported by UArctic University.)  

4. UArctic Thematic Network: Children in the Arctic ς Traditional Knowledge and Sustainable 

Development. (Supported by UArctic University). Led by Ilisimatusarfik and Professor Marianne 

Stenbaek, Co-director, McGill University. (Supported by UArctic University.) 

5. The Siunissaq project - social resilience in children and young people in local communities in 

Greenland. (Supported by the A P Møller Foundation and by the Bikuben Foundation and other 

foundations.) 

6. The project Art, Identities and Localities in Greenland and the Arctic. (Supported by the Nordic 

Culture Fund.) 

 

The conference will bring together these programs and projects and foster dialogue between them. 

 

The conference will provide an opportunity for dialogue between researchers as well as for creating 

ongoing research collaborations between Arctic universities within research on art, community, and 

identities.  

   Presentations at the conference can, if desired, in further processed form, later be included either in the 

UArctic project: New Genre Art Education in the Arctic book on Art, Community, and Identities in the Arctic 

(2024).  Or in the UArctic Thematic Network: Children in the Arctic ς Traditional Knowledge and Sustainable 

Development book on children and young people in the Arctic (2025). 
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/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ  

 

Wednesday, May 10 
 

9:00 ς 9:10. Tikilluaritsi ς welcome to the conference. 

9:10 ς 9:40. Art, Identities, and Communities. Julie Edel Hardenberg, Visual Artist, Associate Professor II at 

Bergen Academy of Art and Design, Novo Nordisk Foundation - Mads Øvlisen Ph.D. fellow at The Royal 

Danish Academy of Fine Arts and University of Copenhagen. 

9:40 ς 10:05. (Title will be added). Vivi Sørensen. Artist, Performer, Director of Nunatta Isiginnaartitsisarfia 

ς The National Theatre of Greenland. 

10:05 ς 10:20. Reflections and dialogue in the plenary. 

10:20 ς 10:40. Continuation of the dialogue during coffee/tea break. 

10:40 ς 10:55. Art, Literature, and Indigenous self-determination. Marianne Stenbaek, McGill University, 

Professor.  

10:55 ς 11:25. Art, identity, and communities ς an Arctic perspective from Northern Finland. Timo Jokela, 

Professor of Art Education, Mirja Hiltunen, Professor of Art Education and Annamari Manninen, University 

Lecturer, Faculty of Art and Design, University of Lapland. 

11:25 ς 11:45. Reflections and dialogue in the plenary. 

11:45 ς 12:30. Lunch. 

12:30 ς 13:00. Art, education, community, and identities in a multi-cultural and Sámi perspective. Mette 

Gårdvik, Associate Professor, Karin Stoll, Associate Professor, and Wenche Sørmo, Associate Professor, 

North University in collaboration with Kautokeino Sami University of Applied Sciences. 

13:00 - 13:10. Reflections on the presentation of Mette, Karin, and Wenche ς Landscape, Locality, and 

Learning in Greenland. Kirsten Føns, Associate Professor, Department of Education, Ilisimatusarfik ς 

University of Greenland.  

13:10 ς 13:40. Art, education, community, and identities in a northern Swedish sociocultural context. 

Lotta Lundstedt, Associate Professor, Erik Sigurdson, Associate Professor, and Sara Rylander, Associate 

Professor, Umeå University. 

13:40 ς 13:50. Reflections and dialogue in the plenary. 

13:50 ς 14:10. Tea/coffee break  

14:10 ς 14:30. Art-created communities ς Nordic and Arctic experiences and perspectives. Hanne 

Hammer Stien, Professor of Art, UiT and Norway Culture Council. 



6 
 

14:30 ς 14:50. Art, Identity, and Social Support in Young People in Maniitsoq. Bitten Heilmann, Head of 

Majoriaq, Maniitsoq, and Peter Josefsen, Teacher of Creativity, Maniitsoq, Maniitsoq.  

14:50 ς 15:05. Siunissaq ς Action of Visual Expression, Sharing and Community Engagement. Tina Enghoff, 

Visual Artist, and Søren Zeuth, Photographer.  

15:05 ς 15:20. Reflections and dialogue in plenary 

15:20 ς 15:50. Reflections on and perspectives of the day's content. Timo Jokela, Julie Edel Hardenberg, 

and Hanne Hammer Stien. 

15:50 ς 16:00. Reflections and dialogue in plenary 

16:10 ς 18:30. Reception 

Music by Bitten Heilmann and Peter Josefsen.  

Opening of exhibition "Young People's Social Portraits in Maniitsoq" ς by Tina Enghoff and Søren Zeuth.  

 

Thursday, May 11 

 
9:00 ς 9:10. Inspirations from the day before and welcome ς by Eivind Røssaak.  

9:10 ς 9:30. Human Rights in Greenland. Natuk Rosing Fleischer and Qivioq Løvstrøm. Inuit Pisinnaatitaaffii 

pillugit Siunnersuisoqatigiit / Human Rights Council. 

9:30 ς 9:50. Mental Health in Children and Young People. Birgit Niclasen. MD, PhD, Nakorsatut 

siunnersorti, Chief Medical Advisor. Head of HBSC, Greenland Center for Health Research.    

9:50 ς 10:05. Inuit methods in Mental Health ς a research project on wholeness, relationships, art, and 

community. Sanne Broberg, Ph.D. researcher, Ilisimatusarfik and Roskilde University. 

10:05 -10:20. It is all about perspectives! Contributory injustice ς or the sense of belonging through a 

possibility of expressing oneself and participating with very different perspectives. Marianne Træbing 

Secher, Associate Professor, VIA College, Aarhus, and Ph.D.-Researcher, and visiting Ph.D.-researcher at 

Ilisimatusarfik, Autumn 2023.  

10:20 ς 10:30. Reflections and dialogue in the plenary. 

10:30 ς 10:50. Continuation of the dialogue during the coffee/tea break. 

10:50 ς 11:20. (Title will be added). Nivi Christensen, Director, Nuuk Art Museum. 

11.20 ς 11.50. Art as Sharing - The Art of Sharing. Eivind Røssaak. Professor, Norway  

11:50-12:00. Questions, considerations, and dialogue in plenary 

12:00 ς 12:45 Lunch. 
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12:45 ς 13:05. StoryCraft ς Audio-visuals and Sustainable Craft and Art. An introduction to the 

StoryCraft Project and interconnections between psychology, art, tradition, culture, and neuroscience.  

Igor Vitale, Psychologist, Project Manager, StoryCraft: Ethical Marketing and Promotional Audiovisuals for 

Arctic Art and Craftsmanship in Adult Education. Mariella Segreti, Psychologist.  

13:05 - 13:25. Speaking across the Sea ς ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ 

international diplomacy. Lise Autogena, Professor of Cross-Disciplinary Art, Sheffield Hallam University, UK,  

and founder/director of Narsaq International Research Station.  

13:25 ς 13:45. Co-Designing Collaboration and Community. Prof Ashley Hall and Dr Elise Hodson from the 

Royal College of Art introduce examples of projects that illustrate how communities can use creative 

methods and co-design to engage children and communities in tackling social and environmental issues. 

Examples include citizen science for nature watching, designing for safety at sea, and introducing SDGs 

through primary education. The final part of their talk introduces a project called NEMO (New Economic 

Model for the Oceans) which aims to explore how we can better understand community relations towards 

ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9{/hΩǎ hŎŜŀƴ 5ŜŎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ 

ocean object data gathered via an AI camera system on a voyage from Greenland to Poole in the UK. This 

data will become the basis for linking coastal communities and generating future collaborations and 

exchange. 

13:45 ς 14:00. Reflections and debate in the plenary.  

14:00 ς 14:20. Coffee break 

14:20 ς 14:35. Sustainability in Education and Research ς collaboration building value chains 

between local community, students, and researchers. Anne Lise Kappel. Ph.D. Researcher, 

Ilisimatusarfik. 

14:35-14:50. Psychosocial sustainability and Social Resilience through Aesthetic Expressions. Elena de 

Casas, Psychologist, and Peter Berliner, Professor. Ilisimatusarfik.  

14:50 ς 15:20. Panel dialogue with Nivi, Vivi, Lise, and Eivind: Reflections on Art, Identities, Locality, and 

Sustainability in the Arctic. 

15:20 ς 15:45. Reflections and Dialogue in the plenary.  

15:45 ς 16:00. Art and sustainability in the Arctic. Speech by Timo Jokela. 

16:00 ς 18:30. Reception 

Book launch: Untold Stories from Fieldwork ς Reading by Susan Vanek and reflections by Eivind Røssaak.  

Music by Katsi and Kim Kleist. 

Buffet.  
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tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 
 

 

Bitten Heilmann, Head of Majoriaq, Maniitsoq, Singer. 

Peter Josefsen, Musician, Teacher. Majoriaq, Maniitsoq.  
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Hardenberg was born and raised in Nuuk, Kalaallit Nunaat/Greenland. She studied art in Finland, Norway, 

and England before gaining her MA in Art Theory and Communication at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine 

Arts in 2005. She is currently based in Copenhagen where she is pursuing her PhD in practice-based artistic 

research with the title: "Between power and powerlessness - the de/colonized mind ".  

For the past 30 years, she has worked with identity and (post-) colonial perspectives as an overall theme. 

Being bilingual in Kalaallisut and Danish, she has an insight into different Inuit-Kalaallit identities and self-

understanding. At the same time, her work explores the economic and social interdependencies between 

Denmark and Kalaallit Nunaat/Greenland and their impact on Inuit - Kalaallit, caught in a shared identity 

between power and powerlessness.  

Hardenberg has produced five books besides international exhibitions, recognition, and public tasks. Her 

work has been honorary appointed or nominated by: Nordic Council Literature Prize; Danish Association of 

Book Craft; Vest Nordic Childrens Literature Prize; White Raven Book - International Youth Library; 

Liviafond Prize; Carnegie Art Award; Anna Norlander Priset, Henry Heerup honorary scholarship; In 2022 

her contribution to the project Voices in the Shadows of Monuments was awarded a prize by the Danish 

Arts Council.

 

 

  

 

      

Julie Edel Hardenberg (Paneeraq) 

Associate Professor II, Bergen Academy of Art, and Design. 

Novo Nordisk Foundation - Mads Øvlisen PhD fellow at The Royal Danish 

Academy of Fine Arts and University of Copenhagen.  

www.hardenberg.gl 

 

http://www.hardenberg.gl/
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Vivi Sørensen - Director of the National Theatre of Greenland, Performer, Artist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natuk Rosing Fleischer and Qivioq Løvstrøm 

 

 

Inuit Pisinnaatitaaffii pillugit Siunnersuisoqatigiit / Human Rights Council 

www.humanrights.gl - (+299) 22 95 00 

 

 

 

Birgit Niclasen, MD, PhD, Nakorsatut siunnersorti, Chief Medical advisor. Head of HBSC, Greenland Center 

for Health Research. 

 

Pinngitsuuisinnaajunnaarnermik Ilisimasaqarfik  

http://www.humanrights.gl/
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Mette Gårdvik (Master of Arts Education) works as an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Education and 

Arts at Nord University. She leads the research group, Place-based Learning and Education for Sustainable 

Development, and is administratively and academically responsible for the international interdisciplinary 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣέ with studies at the Master and PhD level, in collaboration with the 

University of Lapland. In addition, she teaches design, didactics and arts and crafts at all levels in the 

teacher training courses at Nord University.  

Nord University ς Nesna campus, Norway, Phone: +47 472 34 963, ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-

5151-3039 

 

See: Living in the Landscape | Arctic Arts Summit 

  

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5151-3039
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5151-3039
https://arcticartssummit.ca/articles/living-in-the-landscape/

