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The pathway to sustainable reindeer husbandry – 
two ways of knowing

 
The conference sums up the RIEVDAN project about traditional knowledge of 

reindeer husbandry in a changing world. The conference is open to all, but a key 
target audience are reindeer herders. The aim is to engage the participants through 

an interactive and varied program. The conference provides a series of short 
scientific presentations followed by feedback from and discussions with the 

audience, as well as traditional food and cultural events.
 

Program

NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 1  
2022



NEW FINDINGS IN REINDEER HUSBANDRY 
Poster session and morning coffee

CULTURAL EVENT

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE
Láilá Susanne Vars 
Rector of Sámi University of Applied Sciences
Inger Anita Smuk
Chair of the Board, World Reindeer Herders and International Centre 
for Reindeer Husbandry
Sandra Borch (TBC)
Minister of Agriculture and Food
Silje Karine Muotka 
President of the Sámi Parliamen in Norway
Inge Even Danielsen (TBC) 
Norske Reindriftsamers Landsforbund
Marit Sundli Tveit (TBC)
Norges Forskningsråd
Robert Corell 
ICR, USA ja Global Technology and Environment Foundation

RIEVDAN: RESULTS AND OUTCOMES
Svein Disch Mathiesen, Inger Marie Gaup Eira and Anders Oskal

COFFEE BREAK

CHALLENGES IN REINDEER HUSBANDRY 
Lack of Sustainability in Disaster Management 
Kathrine I. Johnsen and Inger Marie Gaup Eira
Climate Change and Climate Disasters in Finnmark
Inger Hanssen-Bauer

DISCUSSION

LUNCH
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Program

09:00 - 09:45

09:45-10:00

10:00-10:45

10:45-11:00

11:00-11:15

11:15-12:30

12:30-14:00

30. NOVEMBER 2022



SOLUTIONS: REINDEER HERDERS’ TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE
Disasters and Traditional Knowledge
Fikret Berkes
 Sámi Traditional Reindeer Herding Knowing Throughout a Year 
Inger Marie Gaup Eira and Johan Mathis Turi

DISCUSSION

SOLUTIONS: TRANSMISSION OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE
Sciences other than the Western Science 
Gregory Cajete
Learning by Herding 
Mathis Persen Bongo

DISCUSSION

SOLUTIONS: REINDEER HERDERS’ FOOD
 Ways of Knowing about Sámi Reindeer Herders’ Food 
Rávdná Biret Márjá Eira Sara
Birch or Willow for Reindeer Meat Smoking 
Kia Krarup Hansen and Svein D. Mathiesen
           
DISCUSSION

JUOIGANEAHKET / JOIK NIGHT 

SOLUTIONS: REINDEER HERDING ECONOMIES
Erik Reinert and Anders Oskal 

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

All the events from 17.00 take place in the Boaššu FoodLab outside

BOAŠŠU FOODLAB - A TOOL FOR INDIGENOUS YOUTH IN 
ADAPTATION TO CHANG
Anders Oskal
DISCUSSION

Indigenous food for the future, on our own terms
SÁMI STREET FOOD FESTIVAL
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14:00-15:30

15:45-16:45

17:00-17:45

18:35-20:00

17:45-18:15

15:30-15:45

16:45-17:00

18:15-18:35

20:00-21:30

30. NOVEMBER 2022



CHALLENGES IN REINDEER HUSBANDRY 
Effects of the Loss of Grazing Land in Western Finnmark
Iulie Aslaksen
Fences and Grazing Lands 
Ellen Inga Turi
Challenges in Existing Legislation
Øivind Ravna, TBC

DISCUSSION: TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE IN REINDEER 
HUSBANDRY LAWS
The Sámi Parliament 
Hans Ole Eira 
Proposal for the New Reindeer Husbandry Law
Øivind Ravna, TBC
What is the Reach of ICCPR Article 27?
Eirik Brønner, TBC
Reindeer Husbandry from a Legal Perspective
Nils Johan Päiviö

Asking for the Inputs from Reindeer Herders for the Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples   
Christine Evans, son ovddasta Francisco Calí Tzay

INTRODUCTION: ETHICS IN REINDEER HUSBANDRY SCIENCE

The Role of Indigeous Knowledge in Science
Matthias Kaiser, TBC
Nomadic Sámi Reindeer Husbandry
Nils Isak M. Eira 
 Co-production of Knowledge in Sámi Reindeer Husbandry
Klemetti Näkkäläjärvi
The Basis of Knowledge: on Objectivity, Neutrality and 
Representativity
Anders JH Eira
Historical Aspects of the Herd Structure
Svein D. Mathiesen

LUNCH

COFFEE BREAK
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09:00 - 10:45

11:00-12:30

13:30-15:30

12:30-13:30

10:45-11:00

1. DECEMBER 2022



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REINDEER HUSBANDRY RESEARCH

Panel discussion
Asta Balto (Sámi dutki) TBC, Aslak Holmberg (Sámeráđđi) (TBC), 
Tuomas Aslak Juuso (Suoma Sámedikki presideanta) (TBC), Johan 
Mathis Turi (Boazosápmelaš), Matti Blind Berg (jođiheaddji Svenska 
Samernas RIksforbund) TBC, Maajja-Krihke Bransfjell (Nuorra 
boazosápmelaš) (TBC), Anna Kristine Sokki Bongo (NBR boazodoalu 
HMS-bálvalusat) (TBC)

CONCLUSION OF THE CONFERENCE

Fikret Berkes and Svein D Mathiesen
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COFFEE BREAK

15:45 - 16:45

16:45-17:30

15:30-15:45

1. DECEMBER 2022


